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Hi! 

I HAVE BEEN READING YOUR LETTERS very carefully recently and I have 
noticed that there are certain important questions that you want answered, So | put it to the 
Beatles that they should answer to these questions and not just let any writer or disc-jockey 
anywhere in the world dream up his own reasons for what they do. They agreed and so 
Frederick James started off by asking John, Paul, George and Ringo the question that 
occurs most frequently in the mail: “Why haven't the Beatles fixed another concert tour?" 
They gave him some very frank reasons, and what they said is printed in this issue. 

THERE ARE OTHER IMPORTANT CHANGES in this month's Beatles Book, which 
are going to continue from now on. The boys and Brian Epstein feel that almost all of the 
photographs in every issue from now on should be bang up-to-date and taken within a couple 
of weeks of publication. So, as you can see from looking at the photographs on these pages, 
we're doing just that. They’ve certainly changed a great deal from the early Beatles hack in 
1962 and °63, or even, for that matter, the Beatles of '64, °65 and early ‘66. We've told you 
that they’ve all grown moustaches of various shapes and sizes and the photos in this issue 
are the most recent you will see in any publication. 

I'VE VISITED THEM several times in the studio recently, and they’re working tre- 
mendously hard on their new album. Just to give you an idea: they have spent every weekday 
night in E.ML.1’s. No, 2 studio for the past six weeks, at the time of going to press, and they 
told me that they would go on with these all-night sessions until every track was exactly as 
they wanted it. On some evenings not all of the Beatles had to be in the studio, OQnee Ringo has 
finished his drumming on a particular song, he could easily stay at home, but none of them want 
to relax or stay away from any session. They all want to be part of every mew song. Which is 
one good reason why the next album should contain the best Beatles songs ever. 


SEE YOU NEXT MONTH. 
Johnny Dean eaitor. - 


Paul favours large multi-coloured ties for recording sessions these days. 
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***FOR IMMEDIATE MEMBERSHIP just send your first year's subscription 
(POSTAL ORDER FOR FIVE SHILLINGS) plus a STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED 
ENVELOPE (size no smaller than 9°»4") to Freda Kelly and Anne Collingham. 


APRIL NEWSLETTER 


DEAR BEATLE PEOPLE, 

READERS’ SHORT STORIES: This month sees the introduction of a New Style 
Newsletter which means that the short stories we asked you to send in for publication on 
these pages will now appear in the LETTERS FROM BEATLE PEOPLE section of the 
Monthly Book starting with the May issue, What's more one lucky letter-writer will win 
a very Special prize every month—A FREE COPY OF EVERY FUTURE BEATLES 
BOOK! 

BEATLE BITS: Beatles hoping to acquire their own private recording studio at a 
secret location in central London, There they'll work on new numbers, rehearse material 
and put it on tape... Byrds were visitors to Beatles recording session at EMI the night 
they arrived in London... John hated his passport photograph so much that he tore it up 
and had # new picture taken... Anxious to see the first finished version of The Beatles’ 
“Penny Lane” and “Strawberry Fields Forever”, Paul attended a special screening 
at seven o'clock in the morning! . .. Birthday telegrams for George included one from 
Moscow... Beatles are regular box-seat customers at Saville Theatre Sunday concerts in 
London's West End... Paul's dog Martha NOT an appreciative fan of her master’s 
irumpet playing! ... World Premiére of United Artists’ “How | Won The War” planned in 
London’s West End in June or July... John’s great interest in all things antique scems Lo be 
as strong as ever. When the Beatles were down in Kent filming TV sequences at Sevenoaks 
John took time out to buy a very old theatre poster—and he’s basing a new song on the 
wording of it... “The Beatle Girls”, a new LP album on the United Artists label has 
nothing to do with Cyn, Maureen and Pattie. Actually it’s a programme of recordings like 
“Eleanor Rigby”, “Michelle” and “Anna made by The George Martin Orchestra. 

FAN CLUB NOTES: Beatle Person JOSEPHINE RANDLES hitch-hiked all the way 
from her Coventry hometown to Wavertree in Liverpool to take a photograph of the now — 
legendary Penny Lane BUT other souvenir hunters got there first and removed the heavy — 
iron street signs! So there was nothing but the barber's shop to identify the famous Penny — 
Lane! Apparently the authorities are wondering how long it will be before the wall around ~ 
the boundaries of Strawberry Fields, Woolton, is removed brick by brick! ... AtSt. Anne's — 
Church, Woodplumpton, Near Preston in Lancs, Beatle Person MARION BARNETT 
discovered the grave of someone named Margaret Eleanor Rigby who had died in August — 
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(918. Her sister took a photograph of the gravestone . . . Japanese Beatle Person SHIGEKE 
MASUNAGA, workingin New York as a nanny, phoned the Fan Club to talk about Paul... 
From J. R. WOODHAM of Westcliff-on-Sea I've had a letter saying that his grand- 
daughter's name is Penny Lane, And Penny was born on February 17—the day The Beatles 
released their “Penny Lane™ single! ... NEW AREA SECRETARY FOR RUTLAND is 
Betty Tewell, 5 Lyndan Road, Manton, Oakham, Rutland... NEW OVERSEAS BRANCH 
SECRETARY appointed this month is Jim Bismark Arke, P.O. Box X37, Fanti New Town, 
Kumasi, GHANA, 

FAN CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS: As most Beatle People will know, Fan Club Subscrip- 
tions for the 1967/1968 period are duc for renewal quite soon—BUT DON'T SEND IN 
YOUR RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION UNTIL YOU HEAR FROM THE CLUB—AS 
USUAL SPECIAL RENEWAL FORMS WILL BE MAILED TO ALL CURRENT 
MEMBERS IN MAY, AND THAT’S THE TIME TO SEND IN YOUR POSTAL 
ORDER, 

SUMMER NATIONAL NEWSLETTER: Last year’s Club Newsletter—in the form of a 
special picture booklet with lots of colour pages—was very successful. So something similar 
WITH COMPLETELY NEW PHOTOGRAPHS—vwill be produced and mailed per all 
members in May. If you're not a member you should join with the np} cy shee il yr 
want to be sure of receiving your free copy of the 1967 Su oie 


TARRAH FOR NOW, 







Joint National Secretary of The Ojficiyl Beatles Fan Club, 


Two neckerchieled Beatles light up. 


A let af rubbish has bean 
talked on this topic and a lor 
of monsense aniwers put 
forward, It's time you had 
the faces direct from source, 
a to speak. You're entinl- 
ed to know the reasoning 
behind The Beatles’ decision to concentrate their 
T9467 activities on recording, making their third film 
and producing at least one TY “Special” of their own, 

Six, even ceven, years ago The Beatles worked in 
the beat clubs ef Hamburg and Liverpodd, where they 
put a great deal of effort inte preparing a stage ace 
which their public would enjoy. lt wasn't all Rhythm 
hm Blues or Reck ‘on’ Rall although much af their 
material was based upen thelr wen ineeeprecacion of 
stuff they Heard on American records. Their pro- 
framme was punctuated by ballads, standards and 
hit sangs taken from stage or screen musicals. Paul 
vweas the ballad specialist, 


MORE GROUPS 


Gradually the local scenes in Hamburg and Liver- 

pool were filling up with more and more new 
reups. That's when John, Paul, George and Pate 
2st decided that the most effective way of making 

The Beatles’ act different was te intraduae as much 
original material as possible, The first Lennon: 
MeCartney compesitions were written, rehearsed 
and worked inte their programmes. 

AC chat time the group could anly measure their 
own suceets by keeping an éye on club attendance 
figures. lf the Beathes were packing im the crowds 
they word making more money for the club. If the 
club was making a berter promt on Beatles nights the 
group weuld be asked back—ac a higher fee. Basically 
The Beatles wanted to make better money and the 
way to do that was to gather appreciative audiences. 

AT THE CAVERRM IM LIVERPOOL AND AT THE 
STAR ANID TOP TEM CLUBS IN HAMBURG THE 
BEATLES PLAYED TO CAPACITY CROWDS 
WHO REALLY WANTED TO HEAR THEIR MUSIC, 
LISTEN TO THEIR SINGING AND WATCH THEM 
WORE, 

Beatlemania bepan te happen in 1942. The Beatles 
played their very last Cavern Club date in August of 
that year. Mever again wore they te appear in che 
comparatively intimate atmoaiphere of a club, 

The size of the venues they appeared at Increased 
to unprecedented proportions. From some of the 
largest cinemas and theatres in Britain they moved 
up ta the stadiums of Awsetralia and the baseball 
parks of America. The climax came on August 15 
1965 when The Beatles opened their American tour 
before 60,000 people in Mew York's imcredibly vase 
Shea Stadium. 

IN aA FLACE LIKE SHEA TRUE AUDIENCE 





WHY HAVEN'T THE BEATLES 
FIXED ANOTHER CONCERT TOUR? 


APPRECIATION OF AMT PERFORMANCE WAS 
OUT OF THE QUESTION. SOMEHOW! THE 
AUDIENCE ITSELF WWAS 50° OF THE SHOVY— 
THE BANNERS, THE SCREAMING, THE WAVING, 
THE MASS EXCCITEMEMNT LEAVING EVEN THE 
FINEST MICRQGPHONES AND LOUDSPEAKERS 
WITH THE IMPOSSIBLE TASK OF BRINGING 
TOGETHER 60,00) PEOPLE AND 4 PERFORMERS, 

The point had been reached where, frankly, ie 
didn't matter how many mittakes were made on 
stage because nobody was listening, nobody eould 
hear, For The Beatles, all the challenge of gaining 
audience appreciation by improving their act had 
pone. Certainly Shea Stadium was an unforgettable 
experience for The Beatles. Bur, hen all the banners 
had been ripped up and all the screams died inte the 
night, The Beatles began to realise that actual 
contact between their music and their audiences 
was now out of the quescion. 

The Beatles are perfectienists—cthey want te de 
everything po the best of their undoubeed abilities. 
They are shee tolerant men and readily admit that 
if 60,000 people pay cash to come to a show they 
should be allowed to behawe as they like, So you 
won't hear a Beath knocking Che Concert serearners. 
They lene they have no right to kroek ches. 

rn the other hand The Beatles want their work 
to be heard atits bese by those who want te hear It, 
And if that is impossible in huge concert halla and 
wide-open stadiums it 15 possible om records. So 
John, Paul, Geerge and Ringo will try to make 
musical progress just as they did when they intro- 
duced those very first Lennoan-MeCartney songs inne 
their act. But, this time, it will bean cach mew single 
and each new album they make. APd sinte records 
are made only ef saund they'll do films and television 
shows to cover the visual side of things. 

People pay cash to buy recerds—just as they pay 
to see concerts. Bo how they cheese to listen to 
these records is their own affair, But at lease The 
Beaches vill know that everything has been done to 
make the standard ef entertainment ofered by each 
record a% high as possible, The pret effort and 
coneentration which ones went Into thelr garligst 
beat club programmes is now galing inte the making 
of their first 1967 LP alburn. 


FREDERICK JARIES 


*"'* EACH MONTH FREGDERICK JAMES WILL 
TAKE AM IM-DEFTH LOOK AT A BEATLES 
TODAY TORC. YOUR ON QUESTIONS 


WILL BE EXAMINED AND ANSWERED OM THIS 
PAGE, 





The man behind George is Ravi Shankar's 
brather, over here on a visit. 
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people have 


Many 
asked why The Beatles 
were able to make their 
first LP, Please, Please 


fe in one day, while 


their latest one has 
taken so long to record, 
There are many factors 
involved. Before they 
started Please, Please 
fe, The Beatles had 
already recorded four of 
the numbers and re- 


IT 
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ING: WHY 


leased sia as Fille first 
two singles—*‘Love Me 
Doe”, “P.S. I Love 
You’, “‘Please, Please 
Me’ and ‘“‘Ask Me 
Why". So they had to 
add only 10 more tracks 
io make up a 14-track 
LP programme. 

Ald DAY SESSION 

They started work in the 


studia at 10.30 am. and 
went right through until 
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complete the whole 
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11.00 p.m. the same night, 
which meant that just 
around an hour was spent 
an each song, with a couple 
of breaks to eat. 

Why was it possible ta 
nrodue- 
tion 50 quickly? The main 
reason was that they had 
featured all the numbers in 
their stame act during the 
previous year, All the 
dfrangements had heen 
worked out to their satis- 
fuction over the months. 
All the changes had been 


discussed and worked out 
long before The Beatles 
arrived at EMI to make the 
album. 

Today it’s very different, 
They arrive for a session 
with only a basic song 
melody. Between them they 
build up the arrangement 
and record parts of it as they 
go along. This involves a lot 
of trial and error but, even- 
tually, a basic hacking track 
is recorded—that is the first 
af several accomypxiniment 
recerdings put onke ane 
track of tape. Additional 
instrumental sounds can be 
added at a later stage, using 
ane of the other available 
tape tracks for each extra 
set of sounds, until the back- 
ing, the accompaniment, is 
complete, 


ESS COMPLICATED 


The first recordings made 
by The Beatles at the end of 
1962 and the carly part of 
i964 were very much Jess 
complicated in every way. 
But, even if we ignore that 
side of the matter, it’s clear 
that a backing track (or 
series of backing tracks) 
ence recorded would be 
kept and used on the final 
disc since all the details had 
been worked out before the 
session and cach of The 
Beatles was already used to 
playing the number just that 
particular way on concerts 
und club dates, 

In 1967 there's every chanec 
that a complex build-up of 
backing tracks might be 
scrapped and a totally fresh 
scl of ideas worked out, hot 
necessarily the same day. 
Everyone can go home, have 
anew think about what was 





done at the previous night's 
session and came back to the 
Studia the next day with a 
lot of different feelings about 
the best way in which a new 
song should be presented, 


RE- THINKS 


I've known anything up to 
three or four re-thinks to 
take place over the recording 
of ane title. Tn the case of 
“Strawberry Fields Porever™ 
two backing tracks, each ina 
different key and tempt, 
were blended together to 
form the accompaniment 
you've heard on the finished 
record, At first The Beatles 
were taking this at a slower 
speed. Then they listened to 
John’s point that it should 
be handled a bit faster. But 
the faster recording just 
did't wark because the 
special atmosphere of the 
earlier, slow versian (a feel- 
ing of nostalgia [ suppose 
you could call it) was being 
lost. So, in the end, George 
Martin helped to mix the 
slow ard the slighth faster 
tracks, speeding up one tape 
and letting the other run a bit 
slaw unuil a common lempa 
and common key had been 
found. The combination 
worked well. but days and 
days had been spent achiev- 
ing the finished result. 


MORE KNOWLEDGE 


Obviously The Beatles 
have a much broader know- 
ledge of recording  tech- 
niques and equipment than 
they had when we made 
Mease, Mease Me. They are 
able to give fairly precise 
Instructions te the recording 
engineer, Célling lim just 


what they want him to de 
with their voices, fuitars, 
drums and so an. When 
Please, Please Afe was pro- 
duced they had to rely 
entirely upon the advice of 
George Martin and his re- 
cording engincer because 
they had no idea what 
settings on the microphones, 
tone contreals and so forth 
woelld bring aut the sounds 
they were aller. 

A “take” for the first LP 
would cansist af voices and 
instruments. Further takes 
on other tracks of the same 
tape would add simple things 
like lambourines or maracess 
Sometimes there'd be a 
semod veiee track—as in 
“A Taste OF Honey” where 
they wanted to create a duet 
cect by superimposing a 
second voice on the original 
singing, 


SESSION MEN 

For their first 1967 LP all 
sorts af cxtra superimposing 
has been involved. Sessian 
MUSWLans—expert instru 
mentalists hired for a specific 
sessiom—are required fram 
lime to lime when The 
Beatles decide they’d like ta 
hear a (trumpet, a French 
harn, a special Indian tastru-s 
ment ar even a bank of 
violins on a particular re- 
cording. Sometimes just 
three or four men are 
broughtin. But for one song 
on the newulbum a complete 
orchestra of over 40) musi- 
clams was hired for three 
Tours. 

It's a fairly lengthy busi- 
ness because session mouusi- 
clans have to be booked in 
advance and on more than 
ane oniion when Creare 
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Martin or The Beatles have 
named one known sola 
player it’s becn a matter of 
agreeing a2 day and time 
when that particular instru- 
mentalist can make himself 
available. 

When there's an orchestra 
involved, music parts haveto 
be scored. For this George 
Martin is invaluable since 
none of The Beatles write 
thusic. He has to translate 
their wleas—desenibed to him 
by volee or piano orguitar— 
inke musical svimbols which 
a violinist or a trumpet 
player can play. Perhaps 
Faul and John will use the 
plane to play the tune they 
want. George Martin writes 
down each individual note, a 
task which requires much 
time and patience. 


TIM E-SPENDING 


On other occasions when 
just a few session men are 
brought in, they can take 
direct verbal instructions 
instead of waiting for scored 
parts to be prepared, This 
can lead to time-spending 
when Paul or John just can- 
not explain satisfactorily the 
exact effects required from a 
musician, Indeed I've known 
them to book a fresh set of 
men for another day when 
it has become clear that they 
aren't getting anywhere with 
the musicians brought in. 

Six of the songs on Please, 
Please Me had been com- 
posed by other people and 
recorded, This simplified 
matters a lot in that The 
Beatles could use existing 
atrangements. Now they 
originate everything them- 


Here is Mal actually writing part of this feature while John keeps 


ower his tea cup. 





selves and capying isn’t good 
enough, 

The equipment The 
Beatles had for their first 
sessions consisted of twe 
small Vox amps belonging to 
John and George, a quad 
amp andl a large bass cabinet 
(which looked like a coffin) 
for Paul plus a Premier drum 
kit for Ringo. Paul's stuff 
had been made for him by 
sameone fram another 
Liverpool group, The Big 
Three. The Three had to be 
Big to carry their huge 
speakers! Ultimately Paul 
wasn't allowed to use that 
pear for recording because it 
made a constant humming 
nose which was picked up 
by the studio mikes. $o EMI 
lent him one of theirs—we 
Still have it in storage and, 
with some modifications, it 
tight be possible to use that 
equipment now, Otherwise 
the only extra instruments 
were things like lambourines. 

Today we have much more 


modern equipment—the 
amplifiers have built-in 
reverberation and even 


distortion, a far cry from the 
clean sound used on Please, 
Piease Me. Nowadays dis- 
tortion can be incorporated 
successfully into a complete 
instrumental sound effect, 
And who would havethought 
that playing a backing track 
BACKWARDS would be 
not only acceptable but well 
worth experimenting with! 


MORE INSTRUMENTS 


As well as making use of 
technical progress, The 
Beatles play far more instru- 
ments. The total count at the 


moment ts fourteen guitars, 
& tambura, oe sitar, a twos 
manual Wox organ and 
Ringo’s Ludwig kit. Plus 
various pianos and organs 
Which EMI] make available 
at sessions, A formidable 
array when Mal Jays every- 
thing out for the start of 
another night's work around 
seven or cight in the evening. 


MORE BRUMS 


Even Ringo’s kit is less 
basic now, He uses calfskin 
and plastic heads and has a 
battery of mikes to give his 
drumming a fuller, richer 
sound. In this way parts of 
the drum kit can be recorded 
loudly and other parts softly 
even if Ringo hits everything 
with the same force, 

The one thing which has 
mot altered since Please, 
Please Me days is the studio 
itseli—No. 2 Studia at EMI. 
The atmosphere is mwch 
more relaxed because we are 
£0 familar with the place, the 
staff, the control room, in 
fact everything about it. 


ONE PER WEER 


Today The Beatles can 
take ten times longer to 
make one new recording 
than it took to complete the 
entire Please, Please Me 
album. No wonder it sounds 
a bit funny to us when we 
meet up with some other 
group in a club after a 
session and they ask “Did 
you do any good omes at the 
session tonight?”. It would 
be closer to fact if they asked 
“Did you do A GOOD ONE 
THIS WEEK ?"! 


a beady eve on the procesdings [} 
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BEATLE Pen Pals 


(Addressed are in England unless otherwise stated) 





Per Werihea (14). Box 20, Hobo, Soeden, wane p.p. in London 
isi, co 
‘Niamiane Wescernaane (15), 4471 
Germany, wants English pp. 
A. Releom, 49, Shi. Saced ab Jamahed Ral, Karachi 4, 
Pakisean Wr, wants 
Ingrid “Weimer Via 
Europe. 
Vothiko sig ae (06), 225 Urohashs, Maotsumoco City, Japan, 
wanks pop. anywhere. 
ATE ac a Hangvelen 2, Sarpsborg, Norway, wanls 
ind pop. anywhere. 

saute Hindton, 43, Bowlby S3., Houghten Le Spring, Co. 
Turhasn, chert inywhere : 
Fath Eeded i, a Eercbenbetk 18, Past Hiredeling, Germarty, 
wants boy Pp 
Hathie Goslord (1h, 29, Evundary St. Heaikeote, Ay. 
Australia, wants French pg. 
Lrigitte Wall LIG), 344 Siraubing. Melitcl, Bachsir, 37d, Germany, 
wants English pe 
Keaacth I ax (1d), 26, Dean Cres. South Shighés, Co, Durham, 
wanks Goa. any wBere. 
Sqala Sigueliels (15), Hronnargate 9, Teetjour,-Legland, wants 
pe. is LSA. 
Chrnta Dseckmare (1), 44, Mucnler 54. Mauri, Wee 12 
W. Chermany, wants pp. rhe eat deriond Caer. 
roam H tI7h, Majer Hoalkings B..B.E. 08, Signal 

. BPP 4, eo pp onyevthere 

a Wrizelesworth (15), $1, Baines Sc., Halifax, Yorks, wants. 


pay he Noted 151, Mr. Home Rd., Woodside, California 4482, 
LSA] wants pp anywhere, ; : 
Carnal Desmrane (13, rie bits Ave., Mixeenden, Halifax, 
Yorks., W2nbs ng 

Shigky White if h a3, aFidge Ril, Slade Green, Erik, Kea, 
wants Liver Pe 

Marenret one 4), 190 Merland Kise, Tadworth, Surrey, 
"ands Tp: in Eiglind. 

Janice Leanet (1%, 2 Halunle Cres., Dhouglas, Angas, Deander, 
Seallasd, wails p.p. onewhere 

Sallic Wood (151, 06, Soush Park Gadng,, Berkhampytead, Herts, 
wanls Seedish Ee 

Jenifer Purcel I U6, a Sa. Mary's Crea, Hendon, Londoe, 
BA waninibs beet eA 

Teresa Sanders (075,44, Moandevilbe Bud.. Enfield Midds, wants 
boy pom abroad. 

a, E eartene ¢ 16%, 38 Meliden Cves.. Crossacres, Wythenshawe, 
Manchester 22, wants boy p. d in Fi nglani. 
Tima Harices, 42S. Albany Sl. tien 3, WY. 13501, U.S.A., 
WEES f.p. anyyhers, 

Aileen Henderson, 6, Crulhric Si, 
Soodland, wanks Japaiew p.p. 
Sdarina Carruthers (13), 37, Hroseley Gdns. Haredd Till, Essex. 
woinks French p.p. . j 
Shelagh brie (13) 8Jgi. Ineie, HG. A-ROD, BFP 40, 
wos Amerkan pr. 

Camo Hock, Thm Biesngen, KRaupisir So, Germany, Wants 
English pp. 

Biueamaiae | Keil. £491 Saathof, Moss Sirahlictd LATE, Bayerisher 
Wall, Deutschland. wants English pr. 

Adirecne Calne, $46 Walker aove., ‘Winapg 13, Manitoba, 
Canada, womis English bay pp. 

Irene Roy, 4%, Harte Rd Grindon, Sunderland, 0. Gurham, 
wanks pop. aniwhrere. 


Herssum, Kr. Weppen, 


an 


‘comla, Theale 414, Tol, wants pp. af 


Friockheim, Arbroath, Angus, 





Thessy Sembiante (14), Via Celli Acnineri, & 





Ursula Schoekenterger (149, 9711 Sunthausen, Heasniste 7, Ger- 
May, as TE anywhere, 

Camelia Malmede, 407, Odeakirchen, Konipheisener Hohe, 
Cililiesgactes 13, W. Germany, wamis o pp. from Surrey, Lon: 


adlce. 

Reewithe Toschen (14). S07 Odenkirchen, Mlarienbaderser 7, W¥, 
Cermany, wanks pp. anywherg, 

Ursula Esser (15), 407 Oderkirkehen, Alulgatstiabhe TE, W. 
Oermacy, wanls Eegeiah pp. 

Harhara ashlee TWA Schwabsberg. Kreis Aalen, Deutschland 
wank English p 

Doris Hedman, 70492 BRoblingen, Kovis Aalon, Qeutschdand, 


wants English p. 

Michika | as Fle. M6, Higavhinachs, Sapporo Hakko. 
Japan. wants Englidh p.p. 

Jamace Poteom, 52, pl Aioitieeabon, Whiley Lar, Marche 


auimbeerlancd, wail Swiss pp. : = 

Taroxa Plans er a Cedar Kad., Priory Esi., Dudley, Whores, 

waits Liven a 

Jae Seephea ‘ie “343 West Granion Fed. Edinburgh 

Sood, wamis Americ PE 

Sharon Gaus, baal Hupe Fl ‘ahimbia, MAweduri 63001, LRA. 

wanas pL 

meat oe are TT 33 Landadowne S9., Lochee, Duredee, 
Secatlond, wanks pop. aoywbere, 

Liz Shaw ¢l4i, van Deck Rd, Preieeygaie, Colchester, 

wale pg. aye re 

Mise Dianne Laugbtoo (15), 14808 Sunset Livonia, Michigan 


waa pp. in London 
La Minada, Calif, 


Hillis Beeey (22), 14779, Gardenhill Dr.. 
LSA. wants English pop 

Melargerce Hebble (12), TE. Winchmore Hill Fed, Seaibgate, 
London, M04. wanks any pon. 


Essex, 


15, Maples, warts 

E.R. anywhere, 

Hrveny Yeats (14), Treentugh, Penrys, Cornwall, wants pp. in 

AIT ar any 

ular Stewart (145, 2, Cort Rad., Lanestield, Nr. Wivten, S1afs, 
Ngland, wants pp. anywhere. 

Jenider Hart £13), 201, Balumie Derive, Ocruglas, 

Soollarek wal. Spaish boy pp. J 

Togetd Akermas (17), Heemodvagen §, Oparsholm, Sweden, wants 

De anaowhere. 

TDhiaree HOE CL 1, 99, Cutgab, Ked., Rochdale, Laces. wanbs pop. 

anywhere. 

Onk Gudmuaden (15), Solvallagotu 12. Keflavik, leeland, wants 

(he. dey ebere. 

Fariya Kameka (06), [-655, Kougi saa, Fukuoka City. 

Fukuckaken, Japan. wants pp. anywhere, 

dean Salemarsh (12), 16, Florence sive,, Queens Rol. Hull, 

England, wants pop. anywhere, 

Paul Hart (it), 123 Tothill Hause, Page 3t., 

WANG ARTISAN Pp. 

Philip Cowan (10), 2, Devan Way, Heston, Milde. wars pp 

anyehere, 

Sheala Soawell (17), 3, Gefeur Se., 

Bay pep 

Pavel Lim (h6p, 278, Petaling Gan., 

WHIRL 7.2. onewhere, 

Christian Tyldsley (10) 25, Haw Ave. Yeadon, Leeds, want pp. 

aayahere. 

Marien Stahl (14), Tt. Longbridge Rd. Dagenham, Essex, 

wont bor pup. anyebere, 

Jou Thompson (13) Bi, Scotia Aw, Scarboro, Ontario, 

Canada, wants English por 

deas Smith (14), 49, Marlhecough Rd., Dagenham, Essex, 

wants boy pum. in England, 

feLarilyo Pomiege (15), 3. Fewon Ave. Warwick, Warwickshire, 

wants pp. anywhere. 

flarina Bishep (14), St. Takes Thorn 36, 3712, Salrhurg, 

Airis, Wiis Engiah boy pp. 

Yeonne Paul (14), 128, Fuzsiephen’s Ked., Dogenhom, Esses, 

wants English boy pop. 

Caroline Looth (14). Box 65, Armstrong. Ontaria, Canada, wants 

boy P.p. amewhere, 

geste dla a sora Alla, Canada, wands girl pp. 

in En 

Sharon Willis (t4i, Treenmogh, Pensyn, Cornwall, wants boy pop, 

anywhere 

“iandy Thaw (154, P.0), Boe 329, kl babone, Swaziland, Africa, 

sacs Dott puyi. 

Seaan Lane, 40, Shaftesbury Ave, Intake, Doncaster, wants pup. 

anywhere, 


Judith Fisher (16), Aflarch Hise, Gireat Dalby, Melien Isfow- 
bray, Lenes., wants boy pup. 


Dundee. 


Lenian, &,.1., 


Carlile, Cumberland, wos 


Petaling Jaya, Malaysia, 
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Tear Jlieheny, 

I'd really lave it if vou would publish this letter 
somenwheres in “Beatles Book’, Pd like to tell the 
British readers the exact trath about the “Beadle 
Raomars™ stateside, 

First if, one of oor local dise-}eckeys ranan editorial 
on the radio saving that the Beathes were through and 
that for them the ‘Hard days Nite’ was over because 
they were fed up with giving all their money to the 
“tman™’, Also other nasty cracks like that. Bat 
when the new record “Penny Lane" came out, it was 
nothing bat **) Love the Toeatles’* amd “that’s the 
Fabulous Beatles", Kind of Wippocritical, ch wot? 

Now, some of the local mags are beginning te write 
the Beathes off as “has-borns™, I think it's pretty 
disousting because the Beatles are grown men and 
have every right to do as they damn well please! (it 
you'll pardon my French). 

Lately though, iis been fairly quict on the front. I'd 
like to knw exactly what the bows think of all thee 
robhish .Johony. Thanks a lot! 

By the way, any Beatle: People whe want to write to 
me about any happenings at all over New Work City 
way, feel free to do so at nv address below. 

Luff te all my British Pals, 

Carla Lichiy, 
2725, Wendell Lane, 
Yorkiown Heights, 
Rew Work, Ul.A. 


Thewr John, 

Here I am again, your Number Cine fan from the 
States. Naturally, | was very distressed to leam that 
you already had a qualified housekeeper, and therchore 
would not require my services for your birthday. 
Crestfallen and defective, [ went to London anyway. 
You weren't al lore, but I did see Kentwood, and it's 
lovely. 

Howsumever, I have now prepared myself to aid 
you in yet anctber field, knew you" he SO pleased, 
hat—my goodness, John—ae contain yourself for a 
neanment while [ explain, 

Like mast of your Funes, | was shocked ta beam thet 
you'd cut your beutiful hair feven though you looked 
completely devustiting). | knew, of course, that it 
would grow out again, but | hadn't realized before how 
attached I wos to those long locks (not to mention how 
attached [owas to what fiey were attached to), To 
make # long story short (sorry “bout that), 1 enrolled 
myself in a hair-tare course! The purpose, of course, 





3] PEOPLE — 


being fo aie you in your irunsition from short te long 
again (and tq continge indefinitely thereafter), 

I can mew qualify as an expert hair brusher, hair 
comber, hair washer—and even hair setter. 1 come 
equipped with all the nenessary acctssorices, won't rum 
up the electric bill, and this time I CAN offer trading 
stamps. [ work equally well ad any dine of the day or 
hight, and fold inte a handy case for travelling, Als, I 
have perfected my coloring ond con chanpe hoe to po 
wilh any decor, (1 look expecially chant in black 
Rolls Races.) 

WELL, 1 con imagine how truly tirifed you are by 
this unique offer, But please hurry and tell me when I 
can begin. T cant hold out much longer against the 
Caped Crosader—he's MAD with jealousy! 

Your Loving Collapsible Fan, 

Judy Johnson, 
1009, Pinckney Rand, 
Howell, Michigan 44583, 
LSA. 


Jilin mepilles: 
Go on, give in to Batman he deserves you more 
ihian | clay. 


Dear Beatles, 

What can we say? “‘Feony Lane ‘Strawberry 
Fields Forever’ is simply FANTASTIC! repeat 
FANTASTIC! We would like to congratulate all 
thease whe have belpel in making this recerd the best 
vel. Tt @ absolutely BRILLIANT and we are not 
exagpeniting. Reathes, you pet better with cach song 
you write! 

Well dome lads (you're still the world's prentest) 

Love and kisses, 
Jan and Suc. 


31, Brabyns Road, 
Hyde, Cheshire. 
FS. You were bonny babies toot! 


Dear Ringa, 

Please can you tell me whe dees the drumming in 
Strawberry Fields Forever? Yesterday, on Radio 
London T heard Kenoy Everett say that he doesn’t 
think it’s you, becanse the dramuming is yood and you're 
not quite op tothat standard, He sail you con only de 
Plonk-biff staff (like in Penny Lane}. 

K.E, used to be my rave DOT. bot ow I'm going to 
change to Tony Biickbum, 


eet fice ae ei et ee 
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Please give a great big plonker to yourself and the 
aibers fraqm me, 
Love to you all (esp. Paul, Ringe, John, George) 
Kirsten Chapman, (age 13) 
3, Una Road, 
Bowers (ifard, 
Basihlon, Essex. 


Anpeo replies: 
Thanks for the plankers Kirsten, Wes, 0 did de all 
the drumming on “Strawberry Fields” 


Dear Johnny, 

Please coukl you answer a question for me. Whe are 
the babies on the special cover of The Beatles latest 
record’? Ts it Julian and #ak? 

Yours sincerely, 
Sue Janes (17) 
Lower Rough Way Cottage, 
Dunks: tr 
fae Nr. Tonbridge, Roent 
P.S. Thanks Johnoy, 


Jotany esr ecyttes: 
nee pipe PY an the Last tsswe Sapo, 


To Rings and J, P, G, 

I don’t spose you'll ever get (his letder so TF shall mot 
bother to write any more. 
B.S. No, seriously fellers I think Penny Lane is your 
Best Single since Eleanor Righy even if it is the only 
one. RINGO, I noticed in the last edition of the 
BEATLES Book no-one asked you any questhons, so f 
shall now ask dhe 2) million halfpenoy question, Why 
did ng-qne usk vou any questions, PLEASE, Can | 
have an anewer or [ shall cateh the next, So. 9 Camel 
Train to outer Mongolia and enrall in the Cyumel 
Corps. Even if it is as the camel, and spend the: rest of 
my life walking round with the hump or end up in a 
tin of curried camel meat. Well | must close now anid 
good luck, with weur Needle Bors, 

A fan forever, 

Tammy Wright, 
23, Fuller Avenue. 
Corsham, Wiltshire, 

Firengeat replies: 

Di nee Bonnie bo answer vour question Tomy 
because Fo think you're going te enjoy the Camel 
Cores in Outer Mongolia. 


Dear Beatles (Especially Paull, 

I've got an idea, why don"t vou all get together and 
design a new BEATLES wall paper seeing T am soon 
going to have my room decorated and I would like 
will paper with you on it Ob and by the way I think 
your moustaches anc great. That's it: wallpaper with 
your fubulows moustaches on tt, 

Lats and lots of howe to you all, 

tood 


Barbara Gabu 
KAA 
Io), Faringdon Avenue, 
Harold Hill, Romford, 
Escex. 


Dear Jobn, 

I read in a newspaper recently that there is a 
children's home called Strawberry Fields. Has this 
any conmection with Strawberry Flelds Forever? 

T like Penny Lane, it’s fantastic. 

(rive my regurds to George, Paul, and Ringo. 

Yours faithfully, 
Janbee Higgs, 
46, Irvine Ron, 
Leamare, 
Walsall, Staffs. 
P.5.—I like all of you in moustaches, They lovk very 
distinguished! 


Jatup replies > 
They've both get the sane nace 


Dear Johny, 

I'm looking for someone whe would be willing: te 
Sell their first beelve issues of their Beatle MMonthby 
Rooks (Augast 163—July 194). If you know of 
Anyone OT of any persan who could help me, please 
write me, 

The same idea upplics for anyone willing to sell 
their Christmas Records from the last three years, 
Anything that applics to the Beatles, Vl gladly 
yarchyse, 

Hope to be hearing from you soa. 

Chorkene Degrofi, 
10 Wilbur Street, 
Amsterdam, '.¥., 
U.S.A. 12010 
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TWO YEARS AGO : 
by Billy Shepherd and Johnny Dean 


Remember all the recent adjectives commending “Penny Lane” and 
“Strawberry Fields Forever”... the latest Beatle titles, hailed as 
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SPOTL 


being “further steps forward in pop music”? Well, go back a couple of 
years, to April of 1965, and you find the critics were similarly excited 
about “Ticket To Ride”. Repeat the praises for virtually each Beatle 
single and you realise just how enormous is their contribution to 


lifting the standards of pop-on-disc. 


COUNTRY FEEL 

et's stick with “Ticket To Ride”. Why 

did the critics, apart from the fans, dig 
it so strongly? There was the tempo, 
slower (John reckoned) than any other ‘A’ 
side they'd done. There was a curious 
“country feel" to it. There was the compel- 
ling logic about the lyrics—and John's 
tremendously assertive way of handling 
them. There was a lead guitar break that had 
even the most cynical of session musicians 
raving about it. And there was the whole 
basic idea of the song... miles away from the 
“true and blue” and “moon and June” 
routine gear that was stifling the charts. 

Same goes for now, doesn't it? You can't 
predice a Beatle song or the idea behind ic. 
Unless you believe the Beatle-knocker who 
said that following “Penny Lane” the four- 
some would steadily work through the 
Liverpool street directory for titles! 

But all through the Beatles’ reign at the 
top you can't please every critic every time, 
The "B' side of “Ticker” was ‘Yes Ie Is", One 
eritic: “A beautiful slow ballad in "This Boy" 
vein but with more soul”, Another critic, 
reviewing on the very same day: “May | slam 
the “B side? It is naughty and dull and they 
should be ashamed of themselves writin 
such diabolical words.” Pay your money he 
take your chelce, Bur the ‘A’ sides, then as 
now, command a mixture of respect and awe, 

We've mentioned it before in reporting a 
new Beatle single release but, without excuse, 
we mention it again. Main question asked the 


Zl 


boys about “Ticket To Ride” was: "Do you 
Think It Will Go Straight To Number One?" 
With commendable restraint, John used to 
say: “We juste can't be certain—and we'd 
never take It for granted. Any record, no 
matter who it is by, is not BOUND to make 
the top first go." 

But everybody with atelevision programme 
insisted the boys make an appearance. They 
turned Uponthe Eamon Andrews" show, to 
talk with guests like Wolf Mankowitz; they 
were chatted up by Cathy McGowan on 
“Ready Steady Go". Paul and Ringo took the 
opportunity to get away for a short holiday, 
but John and George were cropping up 
through the month on all sorts of radio and 
TY spots. And that advance order was over 
300,000, which meant action stations twenty- 
four hours a day at EMI's pressing pane: 

The film? Well, as the final touches were 
put te it, more and more journalists were 
invited to see whac it was all about. There 
was the specially constructed flat in which the 
boys’ “lived”, film-wise—remember the 
Ceke machine, the massive eleceric organ, 
the patch of grass at the foot of George's 
bed? More often than not, Ringo was missing 
from the off-set scene. Truth was he'd gone 
a bit potty on playing chess and carted road 
manager Mell Aspinall off for a quiet game 
whenever he could. Ringo was a late 
starter at chess... but he soon reached a 
commendably high standard. 

Paul and John, reading the pop papers in 
that April of two Years ago, were upset by 
only one thing, That the Tamla-Motown tour 


of Britain, featuring great old Beatle favour- 
ites like the Supremes etc., had proved a 
disastrous flop. The boys KNEWV these 
artistes to be super-professionals, polished and 
key musicians, yet the public didn't want to 
know. Now, of course, things have changed. 
Tamla is BIG business, both on records and 
for personal appearances. Another case of the 
Beatles being miles ahead of general public 
opinion. What the Beatles think today, the 
rest of the world (near enough) thinks 
tomorrow! 

And here's another milestone, which came 
up about mid-way through that April of 
phe Pepin 


THIRD ANNIVERSARY 


hems Enterprises, the outfit headed 

by the indefatigable Brian Epstein, 
celebrated its third anniversary. It had 
started with his complete belief in the 
Beatles, way back in 1962, but had created 
other sensations via Gerry and che Pace- 
makers, Cilla Black, Billy J. Kramer, the 
Dakotas, Sounds Incorporaced, the Fourmost. 


All had made it. He'd just signed the Silkie, a 
folksey group. There were few failures, buc 
there's no need to go into them. We asked 
Brian what he looked for in the future. He 
sald: “More and more hits. And | hape one 
day | can get the Beatles to write a musical so 
| can stage it ac che Saville Theatre, which 
I've just bought.” The Beatles haven't come 
up with that musical yet... but no-one can 
say they haven’ (a) thoughe about it and (b) 
got a lot of brilliant ideas for when they can 
find time to really settle down to the job. 
And there was a memorable trip from the 
studias with John Lennon, in that fameus all- 
black Rolls Royce of his. It would have made 
a scene fora movie any day... Jahn more or 
less lying there, using his feet to control the 
electrically operated windows. Handing 
round che ciggies, handing out compliments 
about up-coming groups like the Who and 
the Yardbirds but feeling that they didn't 
make the mose of themselves on records. 
But whenever we've talked to John one 
thing has remained constant. He respects 
pop music, when It is well done, but he 





OF e George Miurtin, John amd Cicorge are recording a font ial for the Tea oer. 
Looks like George Miurtin, John aa i Ciconee ar recording a commercial for Ube Tea Ser 
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Paul reads out a set of lyrics he has just written, tao Mal and John 





worries about being IN pop holding him 
back from properly maturing as an ¢nter- 
tainer. Even two years ago, he was leaning 
to films as his strongest form of artistic 
expression. He was put down by a lot of the 
corniness in the charts then, a3 now, But 
every so often a record turned up which re- 
lit, re-kindled his enthusiasm for pop music. 
He felt, in 1965, that there was a lor to 
commend folk music, mainly through the 
Dylan influence. But he owned up that it took 
him a very long time to work out all the 
words of songs like “Subterranean Homesick 
Blues". 

And in between times John delivered 
some telling camments on how he actually 
feared the idea of growing old. The idea of 
someone asking him how old he was and 
having to say “Fifty'’’ made him most 
dejected. He just couldn't imagine a grey- 
haired Beatle! 

It was during April, 1965, that the title 
Help!" was given to the new film and it was 
revealed thac that would be the title of the 


zi 


next single, due our a couple of weeks before 
the film was premiered in London (in July). 
And the main personal appearance this 
month was at the NME “Pallwinners’ 
Concert" when the boys closed the show 
with a truly fantastic performance, incorpor- 
ating: “I Feel Fine", “She's A Woman’, 
“Baby's In Black”, “Ticket To Ride”, “Long 
Tall Sally"—the boys dressed in brand-new 
gear oof light-brown Army-style jackets 
[again ahead of the current trend) and black, 
trousers. 

And while a multi-million tour of America 
was being finalised, including the Shea 
Stadium in New York, the boys heard they'd 
wona Grammy Award in America for “Hard 
Day's Night"—adjudged the best perform- 
ance by a vocal group over the previous year. 
It was, when April 1965 came cto an end, the 
situation as per usual... the Beatles on top 
of everything. 


But ern it's own surprises... we'll 
tell you about them next month, 























GiGbChHB EBAY 
SUNSHERNE 
Written and Composed by JOHN LENNON 
and PAUL McCARTNEY 


Good day sunshine, 
Good day sunshine, 
Good day sunshine, 


I need to laugh, 

and when the sun is out, 

I've got something | can laugh about. 
! feel good in a special way, 

I'm in love and it’s a sunny day. 


Good day sunshine... ete. 


We take a walk, 
the sun is shining down, 
burns my feet as they touch the ground. 


Good day sunshine... etc. 


And then we lie, 

beneath a shady tree 

| love her and she's loving me, 

She feels good, 

She knows she's looking fine, 

I'm so proud to know that she is mine. 


Good day sunshine, 
Good day sunshine, 
Good day sunshine, 
Good day sunshine, 
Good day sunshine, 
Repeat till fade. 


Marels reproduced by penniccion of Morihern SST 
fink, fi-"4 New Ooford Streer, Loadoa, BOC, 

















What do you think? 


Success! let's not at the top. 

The Beatles have done it at last. They have 
produced a record sa good that, after three 
wooks in the charts, it has managed to avoid 
the Infamy of being plugged as Top of the Pops. 

This is Indeed an accolade. 

For years the Beatles have been dogged by 
instant success, by having thelr records hailed 
as “great” even before they reached the shops. 

The group can now consider that they have 
arrived in the quality field. 

“Penny Lane is probably the second best 
song {after “Wand | Love Her") that Lennon and 
MeCartney have aver written. 


The bit above, which was written by Mike Nevard, 
anpeared in che Son on Tuesday, March feh. It 
certainly ls a bit of diferent thinking about the 
Beaches, But. what do you think? Write to Johnny 
Dean, eelling him whether you apree with Mike 
Mevard or not and give your reasons. | 

Na ee | 


The photographs in this issuc of the Beatkes Book | 
ure the most recent photographs taken of the bows. 
As vou Know, Gaeoree ¢rew a beard but he decided 
ho shawe it off pst before we pherbognaphied Aur ar } 
the recording stucdics. 


PENNY LANE SIGN FOR SALE 


The Liverpool police have boon having a lot of 
trouble ever since che Boarles lavese single was 
released, chasing people who have seven “Penny 
Lane" read signs from the street af that mame in 
Liverpool. Qne was actually offered for sale in che 
personal column of the Sure: ay Times. The advertier 
requeseed offers, pointing @ut that oan it would 
be pricelgss. 


Left: Three friends gow the Beatles in the 
recording box, That's Anerican folk singer 
“y Shawn Phillip§ at the back, an unidentified 
‘friend in front of him, ane the min with the 

flat, Black, wide-brimmecdd hat, ts Ebyril, 
Dave Crosby. 

















Fristed by The Thanet Press, Union Cnesc 
Dberibatars: §urrldge Dawsan Et Lid 


ent, Margate, Kent. England. 
, 2b Aberdaur Sirest, S.E.1, Tekphane: Deenmiondary TT, zo 


Ringo has been building ap a complete record of 
everything the Beatles have dome for some time now. 
Tt contains special recordings of almast every tele- 
Hit appearance the group has ever made, all 
recerds (hey bave baal released aver ihe qeast four acd 
a half years, mel aoly in thas country, but alse hone 
dreds from oversess, plus thousands of phodaeraphs 
and press cuttings. He's aso collected thousands of 
feet of cine film of many of their overseas fours, 





seni, 
ever ahe 


Has? Party changed ? Gane ty the fone, 
floude fielr for Witte ole were favre. 
Popped dino tre sricadic receniy fa spe nal soune (inne 
| with George while fre was recording, she was dressed 
ia fifwe femis, feather feriia, aad ber fog fale tet 
been cropped each sleirier, at Pou caa see aleve. 
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TENTH BEATLES BOOK COMPETITION 


FIVE CRISP £10 NOTES TOBE WON 


THINK UP FOUR BADGE SLOGANS 
ONE FOR EACH OF THE BEATLES 


The Beatles are often seen wearing badges these days, which have been sent te them 
by fans. For the Tenth Beatles Book Competition we want you to think wp four 
slogans, one each for John, Paul, George and Ringo, 


TO ENTER: 


1. Write che names of the four Beatles, John, Paul, George and Ringo, an a postcard and apposite 
each name write the slogan which you think is most sultable co po om a badge worn by that 
particular Beatle. 

Print four name and address, in Glock capitals, underneath your four slogans. 

You may send in any number of entries. 

Home of the entries will be returned. 

The five winners, each of whom will receive £10, will be annaunced in Beatles Book Ma, 47, 
. Your entry should be sent co the Beaches Book, 36-38 Yoeschourne Grave, London, WW, 


to arrive not later than May 10th. 
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